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March 10, 1993 £CC MAIL ROCM

" Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

Regarding: PR Docket 92-235,

Informal Re for Commission Action

I am filing this request under CFR 47, Part 1, Paragraphs 1.41 and
1.419 to express my concerns about the proposed insertion of new frequencies
in the 72 megahertz and 75 megahertz bands, currently being shared by

radio-control users and industrial users, to provide additional space for land

mobile radio users.

‘ I have been very active in radio-controlled aircraft construction and
6ﬁéﬁition for over 20 years and own several radio-control systems, many
aircraft, support equipment and a fairly well equipped shop used exclusively
for afrcrafﬁ’construction. This amounts to a very substantial investment, not
only in dollars, but in hundreds if not thousands of man-hours of labor. I
belong to a radio-control flying club - one of three in the Saint Joseph,
Missouri area - and know several other members who have made the same level of
investment in the hobby that I have. Now that NPRM Docket 92-235 has come out

everyone in the club is concerned about protecting our investment and pastime.
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By 1991 everyone who operated radio-control systems in the 72
megahertz band had just gone through a major two-stage upgrade of
radio-control systems, required by the FCC, which resulted in all new
operating frequencies ahd narrow bandwidth operation. This was accomplished
at a very high cost to radio-control operators. Now, just two years later, we
are facing the possibility of having to upgrade our equipment again or lose
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designed for the bandwidth that is currently allocated to them and will not
operate safely or reliably in a R-F environment where there is a possibliity
of a mobile transmitter operating nearby only 2.5 kilohertz away from the
radio-control system frequency. This is especially true when considering the
fact that a mobile radio transmitter could transmit as much as four times the
power as our radio-control transmitters. This fact, coupled with the fact
that our club, while striving to maintain the highest standards of safety for
spectators and participants, flies from a vocational school property in close
proximity to a residential area, causes great concerns about public safety.
There is a potential for serious injury or property damage with even the

smallest of aircraft flying at modest speeds.



Please reconsider the proposed changes in the 72 and 75 megahertz
bands. If NPRM 92-235 passes as proposed, and the majority of the
radio-control frequencies are no longer safe to use, radio-control operators
will be faced with three alternatives: First, to drop out of radio control
completely rather than invest a great deal of mohey once again trying to keep
up with ever-tightening FCC mandated operating standards; second, make the
financial investment necessary to upgrade radio-control equipment (for the
second time in three years); third, risk operating their aircraft in an R-F
environment which can, at any moment, result in total loss of control and

endangerment of life and property.

I feel that the operation of radio-controlled aircraft is a valuable
recreational activity when considering the educational benefits for youth, the
recreational benefits to senior citizens and handicapped individuals who
cannot participate in other activities, and the enjoyment it brings to
thousands of others. These benefits to so many people merit your

consideration.

In conclusion, I request that the FCC would not allocate additional

frequencies in the 72 MHZ and 75 MHZ bands because of the adverse affect it

Thofias VanderMolen

3405 North 37th Terrace
St. Joseph, Missouri 64506

would have on radio-control usage.



